Your Gift ENABLED US TO RESPOND
QUICKLY TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS

TOTAL IMPACT: MORE THAN $21.5 MILLION
Community Foundation Relief Grants
SMIF provided $101,218 in matching grants to 21 of our community foundations to support
their localized relief efforts. By leveraging this opportunity, they were able to provide a total of
$121,050 to their communities, impacting more than 56,000 people.

Emergency Child Care Grants
SMIF provided $254,950 in immediate financial support to licensed child care
providers. 491 family providers and 34 centers were awarded with immediate
funds, serving approximately 1,800 children in southern Minnesota.

Grow a Farmer Assistance Grants
SMIF awarded three organizations $10,000 each through the Grow a Farmer Assistance
Fund. They are working collaboratively to support at least 120 farmers in southern
Minnesota through grants that help their businesses respond to new challenges.

Small Town Grants
SMIF awarded 22 organizations a total of $192,500 to respond and recover
from the hardships created by the crisis and the impact on their communities,
all of which have populations of less than 10,000.

Small Business Relief Grants and Loans
SMIF distributed 1,867 MN DEED Small Business Relief Grants to southern Minnesota
businesses for a total of $19,495,000. The grants support businesses that have
experienced financial hardship as a result of the crisis. Additionally, SMIF dispersed 50
MN DEED Small Business Emergency Loans for a total of $1.2 million.

Early Care and Education Wrap Around Grants
SMIF approved 45 Early Care and Education Wrap Around Grants grants totaling
$590,818 in partnership with Minnesota Department of Education. This grant
helped fund early care and education wrap around services for children birth to age
eight from underserved and diverse populations impacted by the pandemic.

Learn how you can help!
To learn more about our COVID-19 RESPONSE, and the many partners and donors who have supported
these efforts, visit smifoundation.org/covidresponse. Making a gift to SMIF’s general endowment
supports these response efforts, including expenses related to the administration of these emergency funds
and other essential response resources. Visit smifoundation.org/donate to make a gift.

Your Gift MADE AN IMPACT ON

“

THEIR STORIES

In February 2020 when we were jumping-up-and-down-ecstatic to receive a Child Care Expansion Grant
through SMIF, we didn't fully understand the true impact it would have on our ability to
provide a safe, caring environment for children and families during one of the darkest
times of our lives. Not only did the grant allow us to open an additional classroom during
the pandemic so the children could learn safely in smaller group sizes, we also received
critical support from the dedicated professionals at SMIF. Jeff Andrews helped us
work through financial management and planning while John Katz went above and
beyond to help us solve issues we were having with our online QuickBooks program.
In this time of social distancing, it's this encouragement and generosity that helped our
staff remain positive and know that their work was making a true difference in the lives
of others. We cannot thank the donors and professionals of Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation enough for your foresight, dedication and support throughout this pandemic."
-CHRISTINA VALDEZ, DIRECTOR OF LISTOS PRESCHOOL AND CHILDCARE

“

I'm so grateful to Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation for their Grow A Farmer Assistance Grant.
We've so far distributed funds to our members for things as diverse as installing internet on
their farm, getting drone photography, starting up a tea business, buying COVID safety
and health equipment and supplies, setting up an online fiber sale site, and more than
that. It's been really interesting to see what the farmers are doing with these funds.
We're all really dependent on each other when we're small entrepreneurs like this
and the more healthy our local economy is we all do better. We've kind of adopted
that model for ourselves, 'We all do better when we all do better.' From everyone in
the Cannon River Sustainable Farming Association to Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation, a big thank you for supporting us in our Cannon Valley Grown Project."
-GWEN ANDERSON, BOARD SECRETARY OF CANNON RIVER SUSTAINABLE
FARMING ASSOCIATION

“

In April of 2020, Preston Area Community Foundation (PACF) discussed ways to help the local
business community at the onset of the pandemic challenges. PACF reached out to the local EDA
to develop a grant and loan program for local businesses to use for normal operating
expenses. At this same time, SMIF made available a Community Foundation Relief
Fund to be used by community foundations to address pandemic issues in their
community. PACF reached out to the F & M Community Bank for support to take
advantage of the $5,000 SMIF matching grant and generously, the bank agreed
to underwrite the entire $5,000 PACF contribution. Thanks to SMIF and F & M
Community Bank, the EDA loan and grant program funds increased to $30,000.
To date, over $21,000 has been provided to local businesses with applications
still being accepted. Preston area businesses have been so grateful to receive this
support during these challenging times. Our community stepped up this year and we
are proud of the work PACF accomplished with the help of local organizations and SMIF."
- CHUCK AUG, BOARD MEMBER OF PRESTON AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

