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What is the
Buzz in
Conservation?
Welcome to the Newsletter!
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce
myself. My name is Holly Kalbus and I am the
Environmental Resources Specialist/Water
Planner for Le Sueur County. I have been in my
position for almost 2 years, and continue to work on programs related to water management,
aquatic invasive species, shoreland, wetlands, native vegetation, and so forth.
Throughout my time with the County, I found that many Le Sueur County residents are very
interested in learning more about conservation topics and programs, but they may not always be
aware of what is happening in their community. My hope is that this newsletter will be able to
inform a variety of stakeholders about past, current, and future conservation efforts within the
County. My goal is to spread conservation awareness and keep Le Sueur County residents
informed!
Please keep in mind this will be a quarterly newsletter (4 times/year). I would love to answer
questions, provide information and resources, and help in any way I can! With that being said,
please be patient as I will be the only one producing the newsletter and responding to you.
If you would like to subscribe to the Le Sueur County Environmental Services e-newsletter,
please email hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us.

Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive
Species Program
The Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program comprises a variety of
activities such as education/outreach, watercraft inspections, and monitoring, in order to limit
and prevent the spread of AIS. To see what the County has done in the past or to see what is
currently happening with the AIS program, please visit our website at https://www.co.lesueur.mn.us/301/Aquatic-Invasive-Species.

Common Carp Are
Making a Big Splash
in Water Quality!
In the summer of 2019, Le Sueur
County partnered up with Wenck
Associates Inc. to perform carp
assessments on 11 lakes (West
Jefferson, Middle Jefferson, East
Jefferson, Swedes Bay, German,
Francis, Rays, Tustin, Volney,
Gorman, and Dora). The intent
of the assessments was to obtain
estimates of the current common
carp biomass within each of these
lakes in order to determine if they
are affecting water quality. At the
time of sampling, the populations present in 9 out of the 11 sites (82%) were estimated to be
exceeding the biomass density threshold known to be problematic to water quality (89 lbs/acre).
Estimated biomass densities varied from 3-12 times the impact threshold of 89 pounds per acre,
with a total of 1 million individuals estimated to exist between the 11 lakes sampled.
This data will be used to determine the next steps for the County which may include
mark/recapture studies, integrated pest management plan, and/or management. Overtime the
County would like to see a reduction in common carp numbers in order to help improve water
quality and habitat for native species. To find out more about this study please visit our website!

Clean, Drain, Dry.
This past summer the County’s Environmental
Services & Parks Department worked together to
place 10 garbage cans and signs (pictured on the
right) at different parks/accesses. The intent of the
garbage cans was to prevent unwanted bait entering
the lakes, and to keep AIS out of the lake. The
garbage cans will also provide a place to dispose
of other garbage.

In Other AIS News
More watercraft inspectors are on their way in
2020! The Le Sueur County Board approved
hiring a private sector to perform watercraft
inspections. Inspection hours will increase from
previous years. More details to come in the near
future!
The Le Sueur County Board of Commissioners
approved an updated Aquatic Invasive Species
Prevention Plan on December 3, 2019. The
purpose of the Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive
Species Prevention Plan is to administer and
coordinate federal, state, and local resources in
order to help prevent and limit the spread of AIS.
To see the updated plan, please click on the
following link: https://www.co.lesueur.mn.us/301/Aquatic-Invasive-Species.

Le Sueur County Local Water
Management Program
The Le Sueur County Local Water Management program addresses land use decisions across
the county that will help with local goals and priorities to improve and protect surface and
groundwater resources. To see what the County has done in the past or to see what is
currently happening with the Local Water Management program, please visit our website at
https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/289/Watershed-Management.

Cannon River One
Watershed One Plan
In 2016, the Cannon River Watershed
was selected to receive state funds to
develop a One Watershed One Plan.
The partnership of this plan includes:
Le Sueur, Waseca, Rice, Steele,
Goodhue, Dakota SWCDs and
Counties along with the Belle Creek
Watershed District and North Cannon
River Watershed Management
Organization. The Cannon River
Watershed comprises of 952,933
acres. The resources across the
watershed are diverse and provide
numerous land use activities &
recreational opportunities.

The Cannon River One Watershed
One Plan is well underway and is
anticipated to be completed by the
Spring of 2020. For more
information please visit Dakota
SWCD’s Website:
http://www.dakotaswcd.org/1w1p.html.

County Grants and Programs Currently Offered
The County often applies for State grants and/or other funding sources to help improve and
protect resources for environmental and public health reasons. Currently, there are programs
being offered by the Le Sueur County Environmental Services Department:

● Well Sealing-The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) was awarded Clean Water
Funds (CWF) to help well owners seal unused and/or abandoned wells. Half of the funds
that are awarded to the MDH are distributed to the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR). BWSR then allocates the funds to local government units, such as Le Sueur
County, in order to assist private well owners in sealing their unused and/or abandoned
wells. Cost-share is available through the County, and it is limited to 50% of the total cost
not to exceed $1,000 for the well sealing.

● SSTS Low Income Grant-Le Sueur County was awarded low-income grant funds
from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) to help prevent, reduce, and
eliminate pollutants in groundwater and surface water from subsurface sewage treatment
systems (SSTS). The SSTS low-income grant program assists landowners with the
financial costs to design, install, repair, and replace a SSTS on residential property that
has been deemed an imminent threat to public health or is failing to protect groundwater.
Cost-share is available through the County, and it is limited to 75% of the total cost not to
exceed $10,000 maximum for the design and installation of a conforming SSTS.
● Water Monitoring-Le Sueur County’s drinking water is predominantly groundwater
dependent (public or private wells). Additionally, aquifers that are present in Le Sueur
County, supply drinking water not only to county residents, but also to the metro area. It
is recommended to test your drinking water at least once per year. It is important to test
your water in order to monitor potential contaminants that could be a risk to your health.
Currently, Le Sueur County is able to test your drinking water for Nitrates and
Phosphorus. The cost is $15/test. If you are interested in testing your water for any other
pollutants/contaminants, it will need to be tested at a certified lab.
*All cost-share programs have limited funding, and are first come first serve!*
Please visit our website at https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/523/Current-Projects or
contact the Environmental Services Department (507-357-8538) to learn more!

Le Sueur County Shoreland Program
The Le Sueur County shoreland program is intended to address shoreland erosion and runoff
issues as well as work with landowners on their land use decisions. To see current County
shoreland regulations/ordinances and guidance materials to help improve your shoreline
please visit our website: https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/495/Shoreland.

Protect Your Shoreline with
Best Management Practices!
Shoreline erosion continues to be a major concern
for individuals that live along lakes, rivers, and
streams. Erosion is a natural process, but it has
been accelerated due to the numerous high
precipitation events Minnesota has seen over
recent years. There are best management
practices such as native vegetation plantings, rain
gardens, rain barrels, rip rap, buffers, French
drains, and reducing impervious surfaces that can
be installed on your property to help protect your
shoreline, improve water quality, and increase
habitat.
Before you begin your restoration projects, please
contact the Le Sueur County Environmental
Services Department and the Minnesota DNR to
see if the proposed project(s) will need any
County or DNR permits. Additionally, your
project(s) may be eligible for cost-share funds.
Please contact the Environmental Services
Department to see if you are eligible.

