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What is the Buzz in
Conservation?
Happy Summer!
With the warm weather, comes fun, memories, and a
wide range of recreational activities to choose from!
Just a few friendly reminders for this summer:







Once you are done enjoying your favorite
water related activities, Clean, Drain, and
Dry your watercraft, fishing gear, and any
other equipment!
Make sure to dispose of your bait! Do not
dump it into the water!
Please reduce your speeds in no wake zones
and near the shoreline. This will help reduce
the wave action from your watercraft which
as a result will reduce the amount of erosion
and runoff that occurs along the shoreline.
If you would like to do any alterations (tree
removal, shoreland restorations, install beach
sand blanket, install patio/deck, etc.) to your
property located within shoreland, please
contact the Planning and Zoning Department
first! The department can be reached at 507357-8538.

Rays Lake Access

If you would like to subscribe to the Le Sueur
County Environmental Services e-newsletter,
please email hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us.
Fishing Pier

Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive
Species Program
The Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program comprises a variety of
activities such as education/outreach, watercraft inspections, and monitoring, in order to limit
and prevent the spread of AIS. To see what the County has done in the past or to see what is
currently happening with the AIS program, please visit our website at https://www.co.lesueur.mn.us/301/Aquatic-Invasive-Species.

DNR AIS Behavior Change Grant
Le Sueur County was recently awarded a grant from the Minnesota DNR. The purpose of the
project is to apply behavioral psychology techniques to address human behaviors that contribute
to the introduction and spread of AIS in Minnesota waters. The identified behaviors were a
result of a study the Minnesota DNR completed. The behaviors that contribute to the
introduction and spread of AIS include: introduction of live bait and moving water related
equipment (docks, lifts, landings, etc.) before drying for 21 days. Identifying the behaviors was
only part of the study. The research also gauged attitudes and awareness; identified barriers and
motivators to engaging in desired behaviors; and understand communication and engagement
preferences.
The activity that Le Sueur County will be participating in is partnering with Lake Associations to
communicate with residents to dry their docks, lifts, and associated equipment for 21 days.
Drying your equipment for 21 days is required by law before you move it to or from a different
location/lake.
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What can you do to help out?
We are looking for participants with this program!
If you are planning on moving and bringing your
water related equipment to a different lake, selling
your water related equipment to other lakeshore
owners, or just moved to a lakeshore home and want
to purchase water related equipment, I encourage
you participate with the program! I also would like
other lakeshore owners who aren’t moving their
equipment to participate as well! Cleaning and
rinsing/washing off your water related equipment is
an important practice when trying to prevent and
limit the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species.

An Aquaweed stick is tool that is to
help remove AIS off your equipment

Want to learn more?
If you are interested in the program, please email
me at hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us. Le Sueur
County and numerous lake associations will be
working together to implement this program.
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Le Sueur County Local Water
Management Program
The Le Sueur County Local Water Management program addresses land use decisions across
the county that will help with local goals and priorities to improve and protect surface and
groundwater resources. To see what the County has done in the past or to see what is
currently happening with the Local Water Management program, please visit our website at
https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/289/Watershed-Management.

Cannon River One
Watershed One Plan
The Cannon River One Watershed
One Plan has been approved at the
Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) Board Meeting on June
24th 2020. This is a 10-year plan
(2020-2030) that will target and
prioritize projects and practices
within the watershed in order to
improve water quality, protect high
quality water resources, create
water storage, protect public
health, create habitat, and
educate/engage the public.
A copy of the final plan can be
found here:
http://www.dakotaswcd.org/pdfs/
1W1P/CANNON%20RIVER_
1W1P_DRAFT_FINAL_
CLEAN_04132020.pdf

What are the next steps?
Local Government staff and the
Cannon River Watershed Joint
Powers Board are in the process of
working towards getting prepared
to implement activities that are described in the plan.

Blue Green Algae
Every year I receive questions about Blue green algae.
It is important to be aware of if you are planning on
participating in water related activities in the summer
and early fall.
What is Blue green algae?
Blue green algae are actually bacteria, known as
cyanobacteria. When the environmental conditions are
right, specifically warm weather and nutrient rich water,
the bacteria will grow and can create blooms.

Blue green algae in Le Sueur County

What does Blue green algae look like?
The color of Blue green algae is often compared to pea
soup or bright green paint. Blue green algae can also
appear brown and red in color. The blooms vary in
size. They can cover an entire body of water or occur
in small areas.
Is there a smell to Blue green algae?
When Blue green algae are present, there may be a
swampy odor.
Blue green algae in Le Sueur County

What are the negative effects of Blue green algae?
Blue green algae affects the lake by forming a thick layer which can prevent sunlight from
reaching aquatic vegetation. As a result, the vegetation becomes stressed and can die. Blue
green algae can also decrease the amount of oxygen that is available for aquatic life. This again
puts stress on species which can result in things like fish kills.
Blue green algae also have a negative effect on humans and animals. For humans, it can cause
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, eye irritation, cough, sore throat, and headaches. If you have been
exposed to blue green algae, make sure to wash your clothing items and your body. Blue green
algae can also affect animals, especially pets. Their exposure to Blue green algae can display
more serious symptoms such as vomiting, diarrhea, weakness, difficulty breathing, seizures, and
even death.
What should I do if I see Blue green algae?
If you see Blue green algae, do not expose your skin to the water or swallow any of the water. If
the entire lake has Blue green algae, it is recommended that you do not participate in any water
related activities. Going to a different lake is a good alternative. Please refrain from allowing
your animals in the water if Blue green algae are present.

County Grants and Programs Currently Offered
Just a friendly reminder that Le Sueur County is still offering the programs below! If you are
interested in any of the programs, please contact the Le Sueur County Environmental Services
Department (contact information located below).

● Well Sealing- Le Sueur County is offering cost-share funds in order to assist private
well owners in sealing their unused and/or abandoned wells. Cost-share is available
through the County, and it is limited to 50% of the total cost not to exceed $1,000 for the
well sealing. Funds are eligible until the grant expires on December 31, 2020.
● SSTS Low Income Grant- The SSTS low-income grant program assists landowners
with the financial costs to design, install, repair, and replace a SSTS on residential
property that has been deemed an imminent threat to public health or is failing to protect
groundwater. Cost-share is available through the County, and it is limited to 75% of the
total cost not to exceed $10,000 maximum for the design and installation of a conforming
SSTS. Funds are eligible until the grant expires on December 31, 2020.
● Water Monitoring- Currently, Le Sueur County is able to test your drinking water for
Nitrates and Phosphorus. The cost is $15/test. If you are interested in testing your water
for any other pollutants/contaminants, it will need to be completed at a certified lab.
*All cost-share programs have limited funding, and are first come first serve!*
Please visit our website at https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/523/Current-Projects for
cost-share programs, https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/540/Water-Monitoring for
water monitoring, or contact the Environmental Services Department (507-3578538) to learn more!

Le Sueur County Shoreland Program
The Le Sueur County shoreland program is intended to address shoreland erosion and runoff
issues as well as work with landowners on their land use decisions. To see current County
shoreland regulations/ordinances and guidance materials to help improve your shoreline
please visit our website: https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/495/Shoreland.

Lakescaping.
There is a way for humans to balance their lake recreational
activities and have a more natural shoreline. This concept is
called lakescaping. It allows landowners to still meet their
needs for recreation and at the same time meet the needs of the
lake to maintain a healthy ecosystem. Lakescaping creates a
buffer zone between the lake and your home. This will look
different for each property owner. It should be designed to fit
each lakeshore owner’s priorities (whether you are wanting
access to the lake, creating an area to enjoy the view, having an
area for a beach sand blanket and/or grass, and so forth) while
at the same time protecting the lake.

No Buffer

Some Buffer

The benefits of lakescaping include: creating wildlife habitat,
preventing shoreline erosion and runoff, improving water
quality, and is aesthetically appealing.
Native Plantings & Coir logs
(Biologs)

New Land Alteration Plan
Form
Before you begin any projects, please
contact the Le Sueur County Environmental
Services Department and the Minnesota
DNR.
If your project requires a Land Alteration
Plan from the County, please be aware that
this document has changed for properties
located within shoreland. The land
alteration plan can be found on our website:
https://www.co.lesueur.mn.us/244/Shoreland-AlterationsGrading-Filling.

Rain Garden

Ideal Buffer

