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What is the Buzz in
Conservation?
Fall Greetings!
This will be the last newsletter for 2020! Overall I
think it has been successful, and I would like to
continue with the quarterly newsletter in the future.
I’m looking for some feedback about the newsletter!





What do you like about the newsletter?
Are there any topics that you would like to see
included and/or mentioned?
Do you find the information that is provided
informative?
Do you feel a certain topic isn’t discussed
enough?

This newsletter is a good way to stay up to date with
current events that are happening within the County.
If you craving more resources and information, please
either visit the Le Sueur County
Environmental Services Department
website (https://www.co.lesueur.mn.us/236/EnvironmentalServices), or contact me with any
additional questions and/or comments!

Lake Henry

If you would like to subscribe to the
Le Sueur County Environmental
Services e-newsletter, please email
hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us.
Dog Lake

Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive
Species Program
The Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program comprises a variety of
activities such as education/outreach, watercraft inspections, and monitoring, in order to limit
and prevent the spread of AIS. To see what the County has done in the past or to see what is
currently happening with the AIS program, please visit our website at https://www.co.lesueur.mn.us/301/Aquatic-Invasive-Species.

Le Sueur County Shoreline Residents – Help Protect Our Lakes
Le Sueur County was recently awarded a grant from the Minnesota DNR. Le Sueur County will
be partnering with Lake Associations to communicate with residents to dry their used docks,
rafts, lifts, and associated equipment for 21 days before moving anything to a different lake.

Did you know? Drying your equipment for 21 days is required by law before you move it to
or from a different lake (MN State Statute 84D.10 Subd. 4).

What can you do to help out?
We are looking for participants with this program!






Are you interested in being more involved with your community when it comes to
preventing and limiting the spread of AIS?
Would you like to attend trainings and/or demonstrations to learn how to properly clean
and dry your docks, rafts, lifts, and other associated equipment?
Are you planning on moving and bringing your water related equipment to a different
lake?
Do you plan on selling your water related equipment to other lakeshore owners?
Have you just moved to a lakeshore home and want to purchase water related
equipment?

If you answered yes to any of the questions, then this program is for you! In order to participate
with the program, please fill out the commitment and participation form. You may either contact
your Lake Association, contact Holly Kalbus (507-357-8540, email address located below), or
visit the Le Sueur County AIS page (Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive Species Education and
Outreach Page) to access the form. Once you have filled out the form it can either be emailed to
hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us or mailed to Le Sueur County Environmental Services, Holly
Kalbus, 88 South Park Ave, Le Center, MN 56057.

New Infestation of Eurasian Watermilfoil on Upper Sakatah
Lake
Le Sueur County was notified in late August that a new infestation of Eurasian Watermilfoil
(EWM) was confirmed on Upper Sakatah Lake. Le Sueur County informed neighboring
counties, lake associations, and our watercraft inspectors of the new infestation right away. The
main goal was to inform the public as fast as possible in order to prevent Le Sueur County
residents or visitors from spreading Eurasian Watermilfoil to other waterbodies.
The size of the new infestation was 0.2 acres, which is relatively small, and was congregated into
three areas. Additionally, the EWM was found in four feet or less of water. All of these factors
helped tremendously for sighting/targeting the species and completing treatment efforts.
The treatment method that Le Sueur County choose was chemical, specifically, 2,4-D Anime.
Due to the small size of the new infestation there was a relatively low risk to other aquatic life.
Chemical treatment was completed on Tuesday, September 22nd. Le Sueur County and the
Minnesota DNR will follow up in Spring 2021 to see how effective treatment was.

Le Sueur County Local Water
Management Program
The Le Sueur County Local Water Management program addresses land use decisions across
the county that will help with local goals and priorities to improve and protect surface and
groundwater resources. To see what the County has done in the past or to see what is
currently happening with the Local Water Management program, please visit our website at
https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/289/Watershed-Management.

Jefferson German
Watershed Phosphorus
Reduction Project
Le Sueur County Soil & Water Conservation
District (SWCD) applied for Clean Water
Funds for the Jefferson German Watershed,
and was awarded a grant in 2018. Since then,
the SWCD and County have worked together
to implement projects. The goal of the grant
is to reduce phosphorus and other nutrients by
implementing best management practices
which occur mostly within agricultural
settings.

Koppelman Wetland Restoration

Projects that are being implemented with this
grant include, but are not limited to, water and
sediment control basins, native shoreline
restorations, cover crops, wetland
restorations, stormwater basins, and grade
stabilization structures.
The grant expires on December 31, 2020, but
the SWCD has requested a one-year extension
in order to allow enough time to complete
remaining projects. If you would like to learn
more, please contact the SWCD. Their office
number is 507-419-0365.

Maple Lane Storage Basin

County Grants and Programs Currently Offered
Just a friendly reminder that Le Sueur County is still offering the programs below! If you are
interested in any of the programs, please contact the Le Sueur County Environmental Services
Department (contact information located below).

● Well Sealing- Le Sueur County is offering cost-share funds in order to assist private
well owners in sealing their unused and/or abandoned wells. Cost-share is available
through the County, and it is limited to 50% of the total cost not to exceed $1,000 for the
well sealing. Funds are eligible until the grant expires on December 31, 2020.
● SSTS Low Income Grant- The SSTS low-income grant program assists landowners
with the financial costs to design, install, repair, and replace a SSTS on residential
property that has been deemed an imminent threat to public health or is failing to protect
groundwater. Cost-share is available through the County, and it is limited to 75% of the
total cost not to exceed $10,000 maximum for the design and installation of a conforming
SSTS. Funds are eligible until the grant expires on December 31, 2020.
● Water Monitoring- Currently, Le Sueur County is able to test your drinking water for
Nitrates and Phosphorus. The cost is $15/test. If you are interested in testing your water
for any other pollutants/contaminants, it will need to be completed at a certified lab. The
best time to test your water is in the spring. During this time, the amount of nutrients and
sediments present in water are typically higher due to the snow melt and large rain
events.
*All cost-share programs have limited funding, and are first come first serve!*
Please visit our website at https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/523/Current-Projects for
cost-share programs, https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/540/Water-Monitoring for
water monitoring, or contact the Environmental Services Department (507-3578538) to learn more!

Le Sueur County Shoreland Program
The Le Sueur County shoreland program is intended to address shoreland erosion and runoff
issues as well as work with landowners on their land use decisions. To see current County
shoreland regulations/ordinances and guidance materials to help improve your shoreline
please visit our website: https://www.co.le-sueur.mn.us/495/Shoreland.

What am I allowed to do within Shoreland?
I get this question often and the answer is
almost always complex. Reason being is
there are numerous factors that need to be
taken into account such as the zoning district
you are located in, the slope of your lot,
your proposed project(s), the location of
your proposed project(s), the amount of
impervious surface located on your lot,
required setbacks, the current condtions of
your lot (environmental or land use
activities), when structures and/or other
projects were initially installed on your lot,
whether your project falls within County
and/or Minnesota DNR jursidiction, if
wetland(s) are present, and so forth.

Rain Garden on
Lake Emily

If you would like to do any last minute
projects (tree removal, shoreland
restorations, fixing erosion/runoff issues,
etc.) to your property before winter comes,
please contact the Environmental Services
Department and the Minnesota DNR first!

Minnesota DNR’s Water
Talk Newsletter
Le Sueur County has been highlighted in the
DNR’s newsletter for our work within the
Shoreland District! Visit the link below to
read the article!
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/M
NDNR/bulletins/297b5cf

Native Buffer & Riprap
Project on Lake Washington

