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Le Sueur County Shoreline Residents – Help Protect Our Lakes
Le Sueur County was recently awarded a grant from the Minnesota DNR. Le Sueur County will
be partnering with Lake Associations to communicate with residents to dry their used docks,
rafts, lifts, and associated equipment for 21 days before moving anything to a different lake.

Did you know? Drying your equipment for 21 days is required by law before you move it to
or from a different lake (MN State Statute 84D.10 Subd. 4).

What can you do to help out?
We are looking for participants with this program!






Are you interested in being more involved with your community when it comes to
preventing and limiting the spread of AIS?
Would you like to attend trainings and/or demonstrations to learn how to properly clean
and dry your docks, rafts, lifts, and other associated equipment?
Are you planning on moving and bringing your water related equipment to a different
lake?
Do you plan on selling your water related equipment to other lakeshore owners?
Have you just moved to a lakeshore home and want to purchase water related
equipment?

If you answered yes to any of the questions, then this program is for you! In order to participate
with the program, please fill out the commitment and participation form. You may either contact
your Lake Association, contact Holly Kalbus (507-357-8540, email address located below), or
visit the Le Sueur County AIS page (Le Sueur County Aquatic Invasive Species Education and
Outreach Page) to access the form. Once you have filled out the form it can either be emailed to
hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us or mailed to Le Sueur County Environmental Services, Holly
Kalbus, 88 South Park Ave, Le Center, MN 56057.
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Summary AIS Prevention Efforts in 2020
Program Summary
Le Sueur County’s Aquatic Invasive Species
program was unique in 2020. Typical efforts
and events were either amended, altered,
and/or eliminated due to the pandemic.
Education and outreach efforts were impacted
the most, but the County was able to provide a
few virtual opportunities as well as increase
efforts in communication through different
media outlets. The County is fortunate to
have strong partnerships with local
government units, organizations, and
businesses to assist with AIS prevention
efforts. Funds spent in 2020 were used for
watercraft inspections, education, outreach,
printing, publishing, advertising,
administration, trainings/mileage, and AIS
control efforts.

Curly-leaf
pondweed
(Potamogeton
crispus)

Sneak Peek into the 2020 Aquatic Invasive Species Aid
Accomplishments
Le Sueur County increased their watercraft inspection program significantly this year. Compared to
the previous 3 years, 2020 had 38.2% more inspection hours than 2017, 61.4% more inspection hours
than 2018, and 66.5% more inspection hours than 2019. Also in 2020, Le Sueur County added
inspectors at 7 additional accesses compared to previous years. The increase in inspection hours
came at a time when boater activity also increased due to the pandemic.
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Grants and Programs Currently Available
Well Sealing

SSTS Low Income

Water Monitoring

This grant expired on
December 31, 2020. Le
Sueur County was able to
seal 21 unused/abandoned
wells with this program.
Unfortunately grants for
well sealings are not being
offered through the same
funding source, Clean
Water Land and Legacy
Funds. Le Sueur County is
hoping to acquire other
well sealing funds through
the One Watershed One
Plan program in the future.
Other programs that offer
financial assistance for
well sealings include: Ag
BMP Loan and EQIP.

This program assists
landowners with the
financial costs to design,
install, repair, and replace
a septic system on
residential property that
has been deemed an
imminent threat to public
health or is failing to
protect groundwater. Costshare is limited to 75% of
the total cost not to exceed
$10,000 maximum for the
design and installation of a
conforming septic system.
We received an extension
for this grant, and funds
are available until the grant
expires on December 31,
2021.

Currently, Le Sueur
County is able to test your
drinking water for Nitrates
and Phosphorus. The cost
is $15/test. If you are
interested in testing your
water for any other
pollutants/contaminants, it
will need to be completed
at a certified lab. The best
time to test your water is in
the spring. During this
time, the amount of
nutrients and sediments
present in water are
typically higher due to the
snow melt and large rain
events.

Ag BMP Loans-Low interest loans to help
prevent pollution and improve water quality.
Offered by the Le Sueur County SWCD.
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)- voluntary conservation efforts that will
benefit the environmental by addressing
conservation issues. Typically, both technical
and financial assistance are provided.

LE SUEUR COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES NEWSLETTER

4

Water Resource Spotlight
Le Sueur County is fortunate due to the
amount of lakes, rivers, streams,
ditches, and wetlands that are present.
I thought it would be beneficial to start
spotlighting a different water resource
each newsletter.

Cannon River
East of Lake
Gorman

This week we are spotlighting
the Cannon River!
The Cannon River is roughly 130 miles long. It
starts in Rice County, at Shields Lake, and flows
east where it outlets as a tributary to the Mississippi
River. The landscape along the river is diverse and
includes: agriculture and urban areas, bluffs,
wetlands, forests, and prairies. The river provides a
wide variety of activities
such as hiking, kayaking,
canoeing, fishing, hunting,
and bird watching. The
Cannon River is one of six
designated Wild & Scenic
Rivers in Minnesota.
Unfortunately, the river is
impaired for numerous
pollutants, but the river has
also made some recent
improvements with
impairments.

Cannon River South of Dora Lake on
County Rd 3
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Minnesota Native Plant
Purple Prairie Clover (Dalea
purpurea)
Purple Prairie Clover is a perennial legume that is
a part of the Fabaceae (Pea) family. It grows
roughly 1-3 feet tall in clumps. The leaves are
small and compound, and can have multiple
branches. A mature plant has a strong taproot that
can extend roughly up to 6 feet deep. The flowers
are pink/purple in color and form a spike
inflorescence (flower head) which blooms from
June through August. Purple Prairie Clover
prefers dry soils and sunny
areas to grow. It
establishes quite well in
disturbed soils such as a
prairie habitat. These
plants are great for
pollinators and other
wildlife.
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Non Native Plant
Birds-foot Trefoil (Lotus
corniculatus)
Birds-foot Trefoil is also a perennial
legume that is a part of the Fabaceae (Pea)
family. It originates from Europe and was
originally introduced for livestock forage
and erosion control. It is now considered
invasive and should be eradicated. The
plants grow roughly 1-2 feet tall in
clumps. The leaves are small and
compound and resemble a clover. A
mature plant has a taproot. The flowers
are bright yellow in color and resemble
pea-like flowers which bloom from June
through August. Birds-foot Trefoil prefers
moist soils and
sunny areas to
grow. These
plants establish
quite well in
lawns, along
roads, and in
fields.
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Ice Heaves/Ridges
Ice heaves and ridges often get a bad
reputation, but they are actually helping
the lake! The best thing to do with an
ice heave/ridge is to leave it be. Ice
heaves/ridges can impact land use
activities for lakeshore owners such as
an access or recreational areas (beach
sand blanket, patio). If that is the case,
limit the disturbance to the ice
heave/ridge only to those areas
mentioned above.

Did you know? That ice
heaves/ridges are actually the lakes
natural defense against ice action. The
ice heaves/ridges are essentially a berm
that creates a barrier between land and
water which in return reduces the
amount of nutrient loading that occurs.
Ice heaves/ridges are a great place to
plant native vegetation which also helps
with water quality and protecting your
shoreline from erosion and runoff.

Ice Fishing
With ice fishing season just starting, I just wanted to mention to please pick
up your garbage before leaving the lake! Trash can negatively impact water
quality, habitat, and aquatic life!
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County
Highlights
The Koppelman wetland
restoration project, located
adjacent to Middle Jefferson
Lake, has been highlighted in
recent news! The wetland
restoration was made possible
through the Le Sueur County
Soil and Water Conservation
Photo Credit: BWSR
District (SWCD) Jefferson
German Phosphorus Reduction
Grant, which was supported by Clean Water Land & Legacy Funds. Additionally, Leo
Koppelman contributed funds to help with this project. Without the landowners, Greater
Jefferson German Lake Association, SWCD, Technical Service Area engineers, and County this
wetland restoration project and the Jefferson German Phosphorus Reduction Grant would not
have been possible. Thank you everyone for your hard work!

Click the link below
to read an article
and find out more
about project!
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/sites/de
fault/files/202012/Le%20Sueur%20County%2
0SWCD%20Jefferson%20Germ
an%20CWF%202020_0.pdf
Photo Credit: BWSR

Click the link below to watch a brief
video about the project!
https://youtu.be/OAXIwi3hRFE

LE SUEUR
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Contact Information
Environmental Services Department
Planning & Zoning, Feedlots, Solid Waste, & Septics
Phone: 507-357-8538, Email: environmentalservices@co.le-sueur.mn.us
Environmental Resources Specialist/Water Planner-Holly Kalbus
Phone: 507-357-8540, Email: hkalbus@co.le-sueur.mn.us

Le Sueur County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Phone: 507-419-0365
Mike Schultz-District Manager
mschultz@co.le-sueur.mn.us
Sue Prchal-Program Specialist
sprchal@co.le-sueur.mn.us
Joe Jirik-District Technician
jjirik@co.le-sueur.mn.us
Nik Kadel-Ditch Inspector
nkadel@co.le-sueur.mn.us
Karl Schmidtke-Resource Technician
kschmidtke@co.le-sueur.mn.us

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
Steve Breaker-District Conservationist
steve.breaker@mn.usda.gov

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Garry Bennett-Area Hydrologist
garry.bennett@state.mn.us
Todd Piepho-Area Hydrologist
todd.piepho@state.mn.us

To see which DNR staff is the Area Hydrologist
for your region, please click on the following
link:
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/area_hydros.pdf

Carli Wagner-Aquatic Invasive Species Specialist
Carli.Wagner@state.mn.us
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